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PROLOGUE 
 

It was a dark and stormy night.  A group of figures gathered in a darkened 
room.  Another power cut! 
 

The committee elected Denis Webzell as Commodore and David Trusler as 
club secretary 
 

So that was the start of Broadwater Sailing Club. 

Brian Chidwick 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The original short history of the club was written by Brian Chidwick, a founder 
member, who in his time in the club has been a committee member, a racing 
committee member, the Treasurer, the Commodore, and is now a life mem-
ber.  Back injuries effectively put an end to Brian’s regular dinghy sailing ac-
tivities and he is now only an occasional visitor to the club, but fortunately is 
still able to continue his yachting interests. 

Don Kyle, a past commodore, sug-
gested that it would be a good idea 
to produce a more comprehensive 
version and collected a great deal of 
information which he asked Brian 
Chidwick to collate.  Brian’s work 
was then supplemented with contri-
butions from Don and Brian Deacon, 
who also served as commodore, and 
other club members for which the 
authors are very grateful. 
 
Broadwater Sailing Club came into 
being in 1972.  It is based at an arti-
ficial lake created by gravel extrac-
tion, but which has the status as a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest.   

The club is located close to Harefield in Middlesex, and considering its relative 
closeness to London it is a very attractive and peaceful place, very popular 
with both cruising and racing members. The club has thrived over the years; 
even successfully weathering the attraction of windsurfing which although not 
allowed at Broadwater became very popular in the eighties and creamed off a 
lot of young sailors who in the normal run of things would have gone into din-
ghy sailing. 
 
All of the information in the appendices has been supplied by other club mem-



bers, and comprises club details such as a list of Commodores and histories 
and stories about some of the local clubs that have closed down, a number of 
whose members subsequently joined Broadwater. 

A HISTORY OF BROADWATER SAILING CLUB 
 

EARLY DAYS 

 

The birth of Broadwater Sailing Club came about by the efforts of one man, 
David Trusler, a resident of Pinner.  Following an unsuccessful attempt to find 
a club that would allow any class of boat and was not dedicated to racing, 
David decided that the only answer was to start a club that would meet his 
own requirements.  To achieve this he examined maps of the north west of 
outer London and checked out every likely looking piece of water.  Broadwater 
Pit was discovered, and the owners, Redlands Gravel, were sympathetic to 
the idea. 

 

David advertised his intention in various boating magazines of the day and in-
vited anyone interested to write to him giving some indication as to how much 
they would be prepared to pay to join such a club.  A copy of the letter that 
David sent out to all those who responded to him, dated 14th October 1971 is 
reproduced at Appendix A1. 

 

David received over sixty replies to his letter and this encouraged him to take 
his ideas further.  After successful negotiations with Redlands, including a visit 
to their head office in Knebworth, and a day spent on the lake in his beloved 
Tideway dinghy ‘Duckling’ taking soundings and together with David Polding 
making a rough chart, David felt that he had enough agreement and informa-
tion to call a public meeting, present the facts to those interested, and deter-
mine if in fact there was support to start a club.  A copy of the letter that David 
sent out to people who had previously registered their interest dated 25th 
January 1972 is reproduced at Appendix A2. 

 

Despite it being a cold night the meeting at Northwood Hills was well attended.  
Over 60 replies had been received by David and such was the interest that 
eventually at the end of the meeting many people queued up by the stage to 
write and give their cheques for £15 to David.  Broadwater Sailing Club was 
born that night. 

 

The birth of the Club was reported in the Harefield Gazette of the 4th April 
1972 the following is an extract from that article: 



SAILS AHOY ON A SECOND BOROUGH LAKE 

 

Boating enthusiasts in Hillingdon now have a second lake in the borough for 
sailing. 
 

The newly formed Broadwater Sailing Club has leased Broadwater Lake in 
Harefield as a sailing centre and on Saturday the Club held an opening cere-
mony to launch the venture. 
 

The 80 acre lake is situated less than a mile from the already successful sail-
ing centre at Hoveringham Lake. 
 

The lake is owned by the Redland Inns Gravel Company which has been re-
sponsible for the gradual formation of the lake over the past 10 years.  Access 
to the lake is from a road opposite the Half Way Public House in Moorhall 
Road, Harefield. 
 

Mr. A Smith who is looking after the planning side of the project, explained: 
“Hoveringham Lake is primarily a young people’s sailing base.  We really need 
something for family sailing, and as Broadwater is 14 acres larger than Hover-
ingham it will obviously cater for larger dinghies and larger numbers.” 
 

BIG DEMAND 

 

Mr. Smith said the inaugural meeting of the Sailing Club a month ago had 
proved the overwhelming demand for such facilities. 
 

“We wanted 60 people to join the Club, and we set out 40 seats in the hall 
where the meeting was held,” said Mr. Smith. “Five minutes before the meet-
ing was due to start we had to put out more seats and by the time it started 
there was standing room only. Finally, there were 90 people at the meeting 
and we were having to restrict membership to that number, although there 
were other people who would still like to join.” 
 
David remembers that it was not difficult to form a basic committee because 
prospective members had indicated their interest when replying to his original 
letter, and the first club officers were: 
 

Commodore,     Dennis Webzelll 
 
Treasurer,         Reg Moore 
 
Secretary,         David Trusler 

The basis upon which the club was founded was that almost any sort of mono-
hull dinghy up to a length limit to be determined by the committee could be 
sailed, no formal racing would be organised, and the club would not seek to 



Dennis Webzell, the first Commodore at the helm of the Thames Barge 
‘Convoy’ on an early club weekend away. 

affiliate to the Royal Yachting Association.  In effect the club was essentially 
for families with children or adults who just wanted to potter and not be har-
assed by racing fleets.  Catamarans were prohibited simply because it was 
thought that they would be too fast for the area of water available and al-
though over the years one or two were allowed by the committee, they have 
never really found favour at the club and when last one left the committee de-
cided not to admit any more to the club. 
 
David was particularly pleased by the formation and early development of 
Broadwater SC because almost everybody that he had spoken to who was 
involved with sailing, or claimed to know something of it, had told him that if 
the club did not race it could not survive, even if it could be formed in the first 
place which they considered most unlikely. 
 
The first sailing at the club took place on the Easter weekend of 1972, with 
Easter Sunday falling on the 2nd April, from a site on the eastern side of the 
lake with almost no facilities.  Dinghies were launched and recovered over a 
gravel beach that had been graded by Redlands into a fairly gentle slope, but 
was very reminiscent of launching from a coastal beach.  There was a very 
amiable pioneering spirit among those early sailors and there was always help 
to launch and recover dinghies, just as long as one was not first to arrive or 
last to leave! 
 
A list of the clubs commodores and dates in office is at appendix B. 



 
Early days at the club. Behind the boats and cars can be seen the conveyor 
belt which was used to transport gravel excavated from the northern end of 

the lake to the processing plant at the southern end. 

Members at the first club location.  It is believed that these photographs were 
taken on the very first weekend. Easter 1972 



Something that would amuse or perhaps horrify today’s Duty Officers was the 
task that fell to the afternoon officer, which was taking the club’s Porta Potty 
holding tank some way along the gravel bank, digging a pit and emptying and 
covering the contents.  The thinking was that waste would be suitably filtered 
by the gravel beds through which it permeated.  Some thirty-six years later 
one wonders what health and safety would have to say to that. 
 
Safety facilities in those early days comprised a small open motor launch pow-
ered by oars.  It was a pain to row but did sterling service gently patrolling the 
lake and helping anyone in need.  It must be recorded that there was no rac-
ing at that time and most members were cruising types or newcomers to sail-
ing who were quite content to come off the water whenever the weather took a 
turn for the worse.  Something that was unique to those early members was 
that, for the first year, sailing was allowed over the whole of the lake including 
the area which subsequently became the nature reserve.  Although that south-
ern end of the lake was very shallow in places and not ideal for sailing it was a 
most beautiful area which many members relished drifting through, enjoying 
the wildlife on the numerous small islands.  It was very reminiscent of Swal-
lows and Amazons and quite a few members were very disappointed to lose 
that sailing water when it became a prohibited area.  However in terms of pure 
space there was no permanent loss of water as the huge extension of the lake 
in later years, with vast amounts of gravel having been extracted, more than 
compensated for the loss. 

 
The Gravel Processing Machinery 



After some time the club was moved further south at the request of Redlands, 
the owners, to the site that was to become our home for more than ten years.  
This period with REG MOORE as Commodore saw the introduction of water, 
electricity and flush toilets.  A formal fenced dingy park, launching ramps and 
pontoons together with a clubhouse completed the transformation into a rec-
ognizable sailing club.  Various changes were imposed upon the club such as 
not being allowed to sail within a certain distance of the shore except in the 
immediate vicinity of the club premises and, as mentioned above, the most 
southern area of the lake was removed from our sailing area and was desig-
nated a nature reserve.  However these restrictions posed very few problems 
and members thought they were very lucky to have access to a large and very 
attractive area of water which was available for sailing all daylight hours, every 
day of the year. 

 
The Old Clubhouse 



One of the more amusing species of wildlife experienced by the club in those 
days was a nude sunbather!  A very brown and fairly elderly male nude sun-
bather was a frequent summer visitor.  He could often be seen sunning him-
self on secluded beaches sheltered from being observed by passers by on the 
landward side by a screen of bushes and trees, but was clearly visible from 
the water.  The dinghies passing by seemed to worry him not a jot and in truth 
none of the members seemed concerned either.  He was discrete and there 
was no hint of a sexual motive and as far as the club knows no complaint was 
ever made.  Again in these supposedly more tolerant, but angst ridden days, it 
seems likely that such a situation would not be tolerated, particularly by par-
ents with children sailing at the club. 
 
It was in this period that it became apparent that in the long term the club site 
would have to be moved yet again due to the constant desire to excavate 
gravel and a wise decision was made by the then treasurer, Neil Oughtred, to 
attempt to build up a surplus of capital against the day when we would move 
to a permanent location and would be faced with developing a new site and 
building a new clubhouse.  This policy was adopted by subsequent treasurers, 
and has proved to have been a major factor in allowing the club to develop the 
current (2009) site. 

The lake which nearly doubled in size as Redlands extracted gravel for the 
major road works of the time, including the building of the M25, led to a 
strange situation where each week there was a little more water available than 
the week before.  Weekend sailors arriving on Saturday or Sunday would sail 
up to the northern end of the lake to see what changes had taken place from 



the previous week.  The landscape was very different from today with the 
newly extracted areas being just raw gravel with no vegetation, almost resem-
bling a lunar landscape with fascinating bays and islands.  The gravel ex-
tracted from this northern end of the lake was transported to the processing 
plant at the southern end by a long conveyor belt which ran the length of the 
lake roughly following the line of our current access road.  It was important to 
keep children away from this machinery but it did provide one very useful as-
set for the club.  The actual belt was made of a very strong canvas type of ma-
terial reinforced with rubber, but even this tough belt occasionally broke and 
was replaced, with the damaged sections being discarded alongside the con-
veyor.  Members soon realized that two six foot or so lengths laid either side 
of a dinghy berth made an absolutely perfect runway for trailer wheels and 
avoided creating muddy tracks in the wetter months of the year.  It is possible 
that even now if the trailer park is inspected a few survivors from this early in-
genious solution may still be seen. 

PLANNING ISSUES 
 
Broadwater Lake and its immediate surroundings form part of a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) which means that nearly everything that we or any-
body else wants to do on the site has to go through a long-winded approval 
procedure involving one or more of Lafarge (formerly Redlands) our landlords, 
Hillingdon Council, the Department of the Environment, Hertfordshire and Mid-
dlesex Wildlife Trust (HMWLT) and English Nature, now Natural England. 
 
It may not be generally appreciated by club members that planning permission 
is required not only for our club buildings, and associated infrastructure on the 
club site, but it is also required to be able to sail on the lake.  Over the years 
this has led to some interesting meetings, and on occasion to confrontation 
with the various organisations that have tried to prevent our continued enjoy-
ment of Broadwater Lake. 
 
Two occasions are worthy of note, the first being way back when the club was 
required by Redlands to move from our previous site to the one that is now 
our current location.  A site meeting was requested by Hillingdon Planning 
Committee to consider the revisions required to our existing permission.  The 
meeting was duly convened roughly where our car park is now positioned and 
comprised Planning Committee members and several senior members of 
Broadwater’s committee. 
 
Almost the first question was ‘Why do you want to move to the southern end 
of the lake into the nature reserve’?  Following a few seconds of stunned si-
lence the Broadwater members had to tactfully point out that we were at the 
Northern end of the lake, about as far away from the nature reserve as it was 
possible to get.  After some frantic map turning on behalf of our visitors, it be-



came apparent that they had no idea of their geographical orientation and 
some pink faces demonstrated their embarrassment.  To cover their confusion 
someone quickly repeated part of their original question ‘Well why do you 
want to move here anyway’?  The Broadwater representatives merely had to 
say that we had been asked to move by our landlords because they wished to 
excavate the land on which we were currently based, and that the suggested 
location had been chosen as the most suitable, and the least likely to cause 
any concern.  Planning permission was subsequently granted without further 
debate, but members present at that meeting were less than impressed. 
 
The second occasion was a meeting attended by Brian Deacon and Brian 
Chidwick at the Hillingdon Planning office, when they were respectively Com-
modore and Treasurer, for a meeting with the planning officer and a represen-
tative of the Nature Conservancy Council (who later became English Nature).  
The club was applying to renew its permission to sail and objections had been 
received from the Nature authorities.  The planning officer invited the repre-
sentative of the objecting body to put his concerns, and briefly they were that it 
had been noticed when racing was held on Summer Wednesday evenings, 
and on Sunday mornings, that the tufted ducks moved away from the club 
area to avoid the dinghies and flew to the southern end of the lake where they 
were then too traumatised to feed!  This was evidence that the club was dis-
turbing the environment and it was felt that things would be better if we were 
not there. 
 
The two Brians pointed out that all the northern end of the lake had been ex-
cavated during the lifetime of the club, that there had never been a time when 
the club had not sailed on that part of the lake, and that quite contrary to dis-
turbing the environment, we were part of that environment, always had been, 
and that the ducks had come despite our presence. 
 
However knowing that this was unlikely to convince on its own the two Brians 
had done some research and went on to say that it was their understanding 
that the tufted duck was one of the most common diving ducks in Britain, was 
not on any known list as an endangered species, but most telling of all, was 
known to migrate to Britain from as far away as Iceland and Siberia.  Given 
these epic journeys they said that they simply did not believe that a duck ca-
pable of such feats of endurance could possibly be traumatised after flying no 
more than a thousand metres!  At this stage the young planning officer was 
clearly amused and appeared sympathetic to the problems being suffered by 
the club, and when asked to comment on what had been said the ‘Nature’ rep-
resentative was unable to deny anything.  Again, planning permission was 
granted. 
 
Now many years later a much more understanding relationship exists between 
the club and the various nature conservancy groups concerned with the lake.  



Evidence of this has been the joint project to clear the growth from the islands 
which is deemed to be beneficial to both the water bird life and the sailor look-
ing for clear winds. 
 
Another event linked to our continued presence at the lake which is worth re-
cording was again in the period when Brian Deacon and Brian Chidwick were 
Commodore and Treasurer.  The two Brians were invited to a meeting with 
our landlords, Redlands, and were told the following tale.  Redlands had dis-
covered a clause in their original planning permission that required them to 
return the lake back to its original condition on completion of their gravel ex-
traction.  As this would have meant filling the lake in, it appeared that they had 
de facto permission to use the lake for infill, a situation that would have been 
very lucrative for them.  Fortunately for the club there was also a clause say-
ing that if Redlands were prevented from carrying out this requirement by any 
other overriding condition, such as the site being an SSSI (Site of Special Sci-
entific Interest) they were entitled to apply for compensation.  They said that 
they were going to apply for planning permission to use the lake for land fill to 
fulfil the requirements of their original planning permission, and that when this 
was refused because the lake was an SSSI, they would then be able to apply 
for compensation.  As they put it, it was a win win situation; if they got permis-
sion to infill, it was worth a fortune, and if they didn’t they would get compen-
sation!  They also said that because of this forthcoming application they would 
not grant us an extended lease but would give us permission to sail year by 
year.  However they said that in return for the club not making a fuss and op-
posing their application, and as some compensation for not granting the ex-
tended lease, they would reduce our rent from the £800 that we were then 
paying to £500 per annum. 
 
Basically they were saying let us play the game and don’t make a fuss, but 
don’t worry because there is no chance of the lake being in-filled due to its 
status.  It was a difficult one to take to the committee, but it was decided to 
play along and for many years we had the benefit of the reduced rent.  The 
club never did hear the final result of Redland’s ploy, but the lake is still with 
us, so hopefully they got their compensation. 

THE MOVE 
 
In August 1985 Redlands informed us that they would like to excavate gravel 
from the club site and that consequently they would like us to move.  The cur-
rent site at the northern end of the lake was offered and the first of many Plan-
ning Applications was made to Hillingdon Council (see earlier paragraphs).  
An opportunity to purchase a prefabricated building was taken and this, as a 
kit of bits, sat outside the club compound for some time in anticipation of the 
day that we could move.  After fighting off opposition from almost every con-
servation body in the area the club was allowed to move, and our current site 



was occupied in October 1986.  
 
A frantic weekend saw the demolition of the old club site and the salvaging of 
anything worthwhile.  One of the more esoteric finds as the kitchen was de-
molished was a mummified duck.  It had presumably crept into the back of a 
cupboard unnoticed and then died either from illness or starvation due to be-
ing unable to get out.  It could have been there for years but no-one had ever 
noticed a smell! 
 
At the new site there was initially only a fenced compound, a concrete slipway 
and two mobile homes.  It had originally been the intention that club members 
would erect the prefabricated building on a pre-prepared concrete base in 
their spare time, but it became obvious to the committee that this was unreal-
istic and likely to take for ever.  Consequently the decision was made to pay 
for the building to be professionally constructed and a club member, Colin 
Taylor, who was a builder, took on the task.  This proved to be a sound move 
and the club was able to afford to do this by having followed the policy of 
building a surplus of funds for just such a need.  The hut was put up in a sur-
prisingly short period of time and despite this being done professionally, club 
members did get to help where appropriate, and several enjoyable sessions 
for example were spent varnishing the panelling on the interior of the club 
house.   

 
A pleasant sailing day at the new site. 

Note that this is before the veranda was built  



Over the next couple of years electricity, running water from our own well, a 
cess pit and hot showers were all installed and a permanent answer to secu-
rity problems was found by installing some shipping containers in which to 
keep engines, equipment, and the main safety boat.  
 

The official opening of the present site was held on the 25th September 1988.  
The day was celebrated by a fun regatta, barbecue, boat jumble, live jazz and 
a beer tent.  
 

Members who remember the television series ‘Howard’s Way’ will perhaps be 
amused to hear that some of the male members of the committee were very 
keen to have actress Tracey Childs, who played Lynne Howard-Dupont in the 
sailing drama, open the club. 
 

An approach was made to her agent but the fee requested was deemed to be 
too large.  
 

The consideration of a TV actress was not as fanciful as it may seem as the 
Howard’s Way series was extraordinarily popular, drawing up to thirteen mil-
lion viewers, and was eagerly anticipated every Sunday by quite a number of 
the Broadwater sailors for whom the antics of the cast was a regular talking 
point.  The other connection that endeared the series to Broadwater sailors 
was the use of locations on the Solent and surrounding areas that were very 
well-known to those who had taken part in one or more of the Broadwater Ral-
lies.  In particular the Jolly Sailor pub in Burseldon, the start of many a cruise, 
and the adjacent Elephant boatyard which for the series became the Mermaid 

Rod Carr OBE 

Boatyard.  Indeed over the years the 
two yachts in particular that featured 
in the show, the Flying Fish and the 
Barracuda were often seen around 
the Solent and at least one or two 
members subsequently sailed on the 
production yachts that emerged from 
the prototypes and became the MG 
Spring and the Sadler Barracuda. 
 
In fact for quite a lot of Broadwater 
sailors returning home on a Sunday 
afternoon with the next episode of 
the Nautical Soap Opera to look for-
ward to in the evening, was a perfect 
ending to a day spent sailing. 
 
The matter was resolved by member 
John Wheeler who invited his ac-
quaintance Rod Carr, who was at 



that time an Olympic coach for the British sailing team, to open the club.  Rod 
seemed to really enjoy the day and was clearly pleased to be visiting a suc-
cessful sailing club, very much at the grass roots of the sport. Rod has since 
gone on to become the Chief Executive of the RYA and has been awarded an 
OBE.  
 
Again due to the foresight of club officers over the early years, all the various 
moves and improvements were self-financed, without recourse to loans. 

RACING 

 

Although it had been the intention of David Trusler to form a non-racing club, 
after several years of cruising the same piece of water a number of members 
decided that in order to add another dimension to their sailing, some competi-
tive element should perhaps be introduced after all, and with the guarded sup-
port of the committee, John Wheeler and Gordon Harold helped the club with 
its tentative steps into racing.  This addition has proved permanently popular 
and continues to be developed today.  Initially racing was limited to once a 
fortnight on Sunday mornings, but as popularity increased racing became a 
feature of every Sunday morning. 

 

The early days were a huge learning curve for members, not just from the per-
spective of getting to know the racing rules, but in learning how to run a race.  
Being the race officer has always been somewhat unpopular as it excludes 
that person from taking part in the races that they are running.  This is cur-
rently managed by having a rota drawn from the regular racing members but 
other methods have been toyed with.  

 

Possibly the most successful, yet at the same time most controversial, was to 
have one full time race officer.  By definition this would be a person who was 
never able to race, but who had to know the rules and be capable of resisting 
the pressure of members who wanted to influence events.  

 

At Broadwater the late Terry Boughton performed this task for some time in 
the early 80’s and to make things even easier the club used a fixed start line, 
so all Terry had to do each week was to choose the order and direction that 
the buoys should be passed.  There were quite a few moans about having a 
fixed start line which of course meant that a windward start was at the vaga-
ries of the weather, and running and reaching starts were just as common.  
Members who had previously raced on rivers such as the Thames were used 
to fixed starts and couldn’t see the problem, and made the point that it was the 
same for all competitors anyway. 

 

The person who it did aid of course, was Terry, who did not need to go afloat 



to set a line, and merely had to enter the ‘race officer’s hut’, display the course 
on a board outside, and operate the flag and sound signals from within.  Terry 
was a large confident man who was immune to the moans about the course 
set, and secretly most members appreciated the fact that it was all laid on for 
them, even if somewhat imperfect.  This state of affairs suited the early racing 
fleet but was eventually superseded when more ambitious racing called for 
more ambitious courses with proper windward starts. 

 

The general lack of skill in those early days led to many amusing incidents, 
but one of the funniest, at least for an observer, was the start of one handicap 
race using the fixed start line, and which was going to be a running start.  The 
fleet was a mixed bag of mainly relatively slow dinghies comprising Mirrors, 
Otters, Mini-sails, and Mermaids etc. and as the fleet jockeyed for position on 
the start line the fastest dinghy in the fleet by a mile, the Fireball sailed by 
John Maddox, somehow found itself at the rear of the fleet someway from the 
line.  Normally this would be of no account as John would rapidly overtake the 
majority of competitors in the first few minutes and the handicapping system 
would determine the eventual winner at the end of the race.  

 

However on this occasion just a few seconds before the start bell, a mighty 
gust of wind accelerated the whole fleet towards the line, which as well as be-
ing fixed, due to adjacent islands, was of limited length.  All the nearer din-
ghies were doing their best to avoid being pushed over the line too soon, and 
the boats that would have been a bit late at the line were happily rushing up to 
arrive on time, but from the back came John in his Fireball frantically calling 
for people to get out of his way (no overtaking boat keeps clear here) jinking 
round boat after boat as he went faster and faster being unable to spill wind 
due to being on a run, and very rapidly approaching the line on the plane with 
no route through.  Things sorted themselves out without too much damage. 
But for spectators on the shore the mêlée, the frantic manoeuvres, and the 
expressions on people’s faces was an absolute treat. 

 

Although class racing is always the most satisfactory competitive sailing for 
participants, it is difficult to organise in a club that allows any class of dinghy.  
For this reason Broadwater has always held handicap races, using the RYA 
Portsmouth Yardstick to calculate results.  However, when there have been 
sufficient dinghies of one class there has sometimes been two sets of results 
for each race.  An overall handicap position and a position within the fleet for 
like dinghies.  Races have been of two types; those commonly known as 
handicap races where dinghies all start together, complete a set number of 
laps, have their race time recorded from which, with the use of the Portsmouth 
number, a final position is calculated; the second type is that known as a pur-
suit race.  This is also a handicapped race but differs from the former type by 
being a race of pre-determined time where the start times are staggered ac-
cording to the Portsmouth number.  In this race the slowest dinghy starts first 



and the fastest dinghy starts last.  At the expiry of the race duration theoreti-
cally all the boats should be level.  This of course does not happen but this 
type of racing does have the advantage that when the signal goes for the end 
of the race, boats are in their actual race finishing position i.e. the leading boat 
is the winner, the second boat is second and so on.  Although this may not be 
the most popular type of racing it does have the advantage of helms always 
knowing just exactly how they are doing, whereas in a single start handicap 
race until the calculation for the application of the Portsmouth number, it is not 
always possible to have more than a feel for one’s actual position. 

 

Brian Deacon trying out the new ‘Mast-less’ Merlin 

 

In addition to Sunday morning racing, a summer Wednesday evening series 
has been very popular.  The format is always one pursuit race, for which there 
is just enough time, for a few months each year, to be squeezed in between 
the end of the working day and nightfall.  Not the least attractive part of the 
Wednesday evening series was the subsequent trip to the White Horse pub in 
Harefield where for many years licensees Alan and Pam Sandell did club 
members proud with late meals for those who had not had time to get home to 
eat before coming to race, and drinks for the thirsty.  One of the committee 
duties was always to warn Alan at the pub a week or two before the Wednes-
day evening series commenced, so that he could get extra kitchen and bar 
cover.  Alas the White Horse is no longer what it was, Alan and Pam have re-
tired and different pubs are now used.  In later years barbeques are frequently 
arranged after racing on the club’s new patio area. 



Although proper class racing has not flourished at Broadwater, there have 
been a number of fleets establish themselves over the years.  In the early 
days the first distinct group to arise comprised Merlin Rockets.  Being a devel-
opment class with quite a large variation in design allowed, as soon as a par-
ticular model became regarded as no longer current or competitive, many sec-
ond hand examples would come onto the market at a fraction of their original 
value.  For many dinghy sailors at the start of their racing career these could 
make a very good buy, and consequently a fleet of the narrow mark 9’s soon 
established themselves at Broadwater.  Some very enjoyable and quite close 
racing took place with these old Merlins, but eventually members began to buy 
newer designs and the identity of the fleet was slowly lost. 

 

Other fleets that have been notable over the years have included Lasers, So-
los, and Enterprises, the latter being arguably the most successful all round 
dinghy sailed at Broadwater.  The success of racing at Broadwater inevitably 
meant that members went and sailed at open meetings at other clubs and in 
due course felt that Broadwater should in its turn host its own open meetings.  
Over the years these have been very successful with Broadwater earning a 
well deserved reputation for the warmth and quality of its hospitality and cater-
ing! 

 

One of the first single class open meetings was for the Wanderer Association.  
This came about because the Chairman of that association at the time, Andy 

A Wanderer Open Meeting at  Broadwater in the  1980’s. 
Note the ‘Committee Boat’ 



Peter, was a Broadwater member.  There were not a large number of visitors 
and in an attempt to boost numbers on the water Brian Chidwick and Joyce 
Moon borrowed a Wanderer from a non-competing club member and took 
part.  Their participation was welcome but as they were not members of the 
Wanderer Association were told that they could not be formally placed or be 
eligible for any of the prizes.  This was not a problem but when they looked 
like coming second or third for a while there was some sucking of teeth and 
some worried looks.  Eventually they were fourth overall so no embarrassment 
was caused. 

 

Open meetings have been held for Enterprises, Solos, and Kestrels over the 
years, and the largest fleet ever seen at Broadwater was in the mid 1980’s 
when 42 Solos came to the start line.  That was a spectacular sight and read-
ers can imagine the activity pre- and post-racing in the car park and launching 
area!  The Solo Open remains one of the best attended events hosted by the 
club. 

 

Where Broadwater remains possibly unique in the area is that emphasis has 
always been on family sailing and although encouraged, racing has never 
been allowed to dominate, or dictate what boats should be sailed at the club.  
The large expanse of water, which has nearly doubled in size since the early 
days, and the fact that it can be sailed upon seven days a week enables cruis-
ing and racing to co-exist without problems.  However it must be acknowl-
edged that racing, and the racing fleet members, have provided a strong back 
bone to the club with a lot of the members active in the running of the club 
over the years having taken part in this side of the club’s activities. 

BROADWATER OFFSHORE 

 

Unusually for an inland dinghy sailing club Broadwater has always had a lot of 
members who also sailed offshore on chartered yachts, friend’s yachts, or 
their own vessels.  Eventually in the early 1980’s a small gathering of yachts 
sailed by club members got together in Cowes one Saturday night for a few 
drinks and an informal party and the first Broadwater Rally was born.  This did 
not immediately turn into a regular event and might have quietly gone the way 
of other events and become nothing but a pleasant memory, but Mike 
Thwaites who crewed at Broadwater started chartering a yacht each Novem-
ber to see the fireworks at the Beaulieu Motor Museum, berthing at Bucklers 
Hard Marina and walking through the woods to Beaulieu village for the cele-
brations.  He was joined in this by other club members and there was soon a 
regular ‘rally’ taking place each November based on Bucklers Hard with quite 
a few yachts gathering together to celebrate Guy Fawkes Night and enjoy a 
sociable club weekend at the same time. 

 

One amusing event that springs to mind happened in the Montague Arms at 



Beaulieu after one of the firework displays, when club members congregated 
for a few drinks before the trek through the woods back to the marina.  As it 
was a chilly night the various skippers and crews were well wrapped up in 
sweaters and oilies and the warmth of the pub soon caused a mass stripping 
off, and the creation of a large pile of outdoor clothing on the floor adjacent to 
the tables that the sailors were using.  This activity was obviously too much for 
four young local men, who had presumably had too many lagers, and they 
suddenly stripped down to their y-fronts, paraded through the pub, and went 
out into the night.  If their intention was to shock it failed miserably, eliciting 
quite a few wolf whistles from some of our lady members, and amused cheers 
from the male contingent.  We never did find out quite what had triggered the 
display, but one of the Broadwater gang did hear the lads a little earlier mak-
ing some comments about our mass shedding of warm sailing gear. 

 

From these Beaulieu rallies grew the format of the Broadwater rally that is still 
a regular feature of every autumn.  It moved away from Beaulieu because af-
ter a few years members felt that they would like a change of venue together 
with a chance for some informal racing.  It was further felt that Beaulieu River 
with its bar was too tidal to guarantee being able to enter or leave at a time to 
optimise usage of the chosen weekend.  Also by this time larger and larger 
yachts were being chartered which exacerbated the depth on the bar issue.  
The Rally began to be centred on Cowes which could be entered at any state 
of the tide, and as the firework weekend no longer dictated the date, the rally 
could be brought forward a week or two into October with the hope of slightly 
better weather! 

 

The rallies grew in size and it was not unusual to have ten or more yachts and 
sixty or so skippers and crew getting together for drinks and a meal in a 
Cowes pub, followed by very late night gatherings on the largest yacht pre-
sent.  On one rally, always looking for something different to do, it was de-
cided to hold a cocktail competition.  Each yacht was to produce a cocktail for 
all visitors to sample and when participants had done the rounds they would 
vote for the best concoction.  This was great fun but inherently flawed as it 
meant that most of the club members on the rally had sampled ten cocktails 
before they even got to the pub for the evening’s celebrations!  

 

We didn’t do that one again, but it did have an amusing postscript seen by a 
few early risers trying to clear their hangovers on the Sunday morning.  One of 
the yachts on the rally was a British Airways boat, crewed by colleagues of 
Brian Deacon and skippered by Geoff Nellist who frequently joined the rallies.  
All the day before during the informal racing and the gathering of the rally 
fleet, the BA crew had amused club members with the presence of an inflat-
able doll among their crew, which was seen throughout the day in various 
cheeky poses on various parts of the boat.  The early risers on Sunday saw 
the BA boat taking an early departure from Cowes with the doll alone at the 



wheel.  The crew were all down below steering from an internal position, and 
by the artifice of tying the doll’s feet to the cockpit grating, and its hands to the 
wheel, the illusion of the doll sailing the yacht out of Cowes was complete.  It 
did look very amusing and the outraged comments from the colonel blimps 
outside the Royal Yacht Squadron were a delight to hear. 

 

The rallies also became famous for the fancy dress events that took place.  A 
full crew in leather, rubber and whips, and a full Lawrence of Arabia scene, 
complete with camel were two of the memorable ones.  The pictures are still 
sometimes seen! 

 

On one of the informal races mentioned above, Brian Deacon, Commodore at 
the time, complained that a crew member on one of the other yachts taking 
part had ‘mooned’ at him from the foredeck as they sailed past.  This led to 
much debate that evening about who the culprit might have been.  This was 
eventually bought to a head by the entire crew of the offending yacht lining up 
on the dance floor, dropping their trousers, and revealing the slogan 
‘Stormalong Rules Okay’ on their buttocks.  The manager of the establishment 
had seen this coming and just closed the main doors to the public bar of the 
hotel in time! 

 

The Broadwater Solent Rally continues, perhaps not quite as large as it once 
was, as a considerable number of potential skippers now have boats on the 
East Coast, but this in turn has led to a smaller East Coast Rally also occa-
sionally taking place, which helps to ensure that the BSC Burgee is seen 
around a large part of our coastline. 

 

Broadwater sailors also go further afield, visits to the waters of Greece and Croa-
tia being cases in point. 

 

In  2003 Brian and Carole Allen were joined by Don and Gill Kyle for a flotilla holi-
day in Greece during which, unknown to them when they booked, was the “Ionian 
Regatta,” a race for some 115 boats starting from the Meganisi channel and fin-
ishing in Sivota on the island of Lefkas.  The Broadwater team came first in class, 
was the first charter boat to finish and overall were placed 7th, they also beat the 
owner of the charter company by 4 sec.  The following year Brain and Carole 
were joined by Alan and Betty Gibbs and did it again! 

 

Other members are regular sailors in the North Sea and across the channel to 
enjoy the delights of France. 

 

Coming right up-to-date, in 2008 Dave Banger joined his daughter on a 85 ft 
Swan to sail the Atlantic whilst Chris Brooks and Joyce Moon joined Chris’s sister 
and brother-in-law to do the same in a 16m Amel Super Maramu 2000. 



THE 1987 ‘HURRICANE’ 
 
Earlier on in the day apparently a lady rang the BBC and said she heard that 
there was a hurricane on the way.  “Well don't worry if you're watching, there 
isn't” was their reply. 
 
Hurricanes hardly ever happen!  But this one did, though to be strictly accu-
rate although we experienced hurricane force winds, by the time the storm 



passed over Britain it was no longer a hurricane, which by definition is a tropi-
cal revolving storm, and although there was a shambles in the boat park, the 
actual amount of damage was not as bad as might have been thought. 
 
These photographs do however illustrate quite clearly the need to tie boats 
down securely, there have been other less violent storms that have caused 
damage over the years. 



JUNIOR SAILING 

 

Junior Fun Week – How it all began  

 

The Junior Fun Week is now such an established part of the Club’s calendar 
that members might think it had been running for ever.  In fact the first week 
was held in 1990, just two years after the Club moved to its current site. 

 

On Monday 13th June 1988, at the monthly committee meeting, an invitation 
was read out for lady sailors to attend the “Lady’s Lunch” at Rickmansworth 
Sailing Club.  Two weeks later on a beautiful sunny day Jane Cadd and Joyce 
Moon attended to represent Broadwater and found themselves being waited 
on by the Rickmansworth male members!  It was there that they learned that 
the RYA was looking long term to sell some of the polypropylene Optimists 
that they regularly hired out to clubs.  

 

In June 1989 Broadwater took a further step in providing sailing experience 
and training for its younger family members by hiring six RYA Optimists for the 
week-end.  Godfrey Whitehouse provided the instruction to 26 children aged 3 
to 15, some of whom were in a boat for the first time.  The calmness of the 
children in the dinghies was in stark contrast to near panic at times amongst 
the parents on the pontoon, who could only watch in anguish as collisions, 
capsizes and mid-gust gybes seemed to promise inevitable disaster.  The chil-
dren were quite oblivious and just sailed happily through it.  At the end of the 
week-end the boats were delivered back to the RYA by Mike Parker and 
Roger Prior on a double-decker trailer. 

 

In August 1990, spurred on by the success of the previous year, the six boats 
were hired again.  This time the boats were obtained for a full week’s event 
which 34 children attended aged 4 to 16.  The event was titled “A Fun Week”.  
The children were continually juggled into different combinations of teams A to 
D, often having to be bribed with sweets to go into a boat without their special 
friend.  The games were similar to today (why change a winning formula?) us-
ing balloons, ping pong balls, etc.  The whole week was glued together by a 
gang of enthusiastic mothers who provided a continual supply of food and en-
couragement.  Relay races developed and by the last day, eighteen children 
were able to take part competently in the racing.  Neil Oughtred, a former 
member, kindly donated trophies.  

 

By December 1990, Broadwater Sailing Club had came to the top of the RYA 
list of clubs bidding to purchase their 2 to 3 seasons’ old polypropylene Opti-
mists.  The Committee had now given a provisional undertaking to buy 3 of 
these for £1050 for use by young members and their families and to help 

develop Broadwater as a family club.  A proposal was sent out to members 



 
Brian Chidwick & Paul Abbott  

Winners of the First Ever Nelson Trophy Race 

 
Malcolm Gigg and Roger Prior 

fitting out the newly launched Committee Boat 



The islands before the trees were cut down 

Broadwater covered in Snow and Ice View along the main pontoon 



 
Non Solo Sailors 

Peter Welbourn, Joe Priestly, Harold Grenville and Paul Tarbox 
at work finishing clearing the islands during the Solo Open of 2005 

 
Bob Smith helps Rob Hopkins of Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust with the 

Trust’s monster mower after an Island clearing session 



 

Brian Chidwick, Ian McKittrick, Harold Grenville, Brian Deacon, Nigel Hawker 
& Mike Parker relax in a café in  

St Vaast La Hogue on the Cherbourg Peninsula after the crossing 

 
A Broadwater crew on a charter boat cross the English Channel 

to France 



that an Optimist Fleet be formed for the children of Club members aged 4 to 
14, with an annual sub of £10.  It was mentioned that, ideally, the Club would 
like to purchase 6 boats but that extra funds would need to be raised quickly.  
A questionnaire accompanied the proposal, to be returned by 6th February, 
but by the end of January donations exceeding the target £1050 had already 
been received.  Clearly the idea had struck a chord with the senior member-
ship who probably understood the magic of a carefree week emulating the 
spirit of Arthur Ransome’s Swallows and Amazons.  

 

The rest is history with the Fun Week being run every summer since.  Long 
may it continue. 

 

The Junior Sailing Programme 

 

David Kinnerley took over the reins of co-ordinating the junior programme 
from John Finnemore at the beginning of the 2006 season.  The programme 
for that season continued in a very similar manner to that which John had 
been successfully running for a number of years.  This consisted of a super-
vised session on every other Saturday between Easter and the end of Sep-
tember, and the fun week at the start of the school summer holidays.  The 
content of the Saturday sessions depended very much on the conditions on 
the day, consisting of serious sailing, theory sessions, rigging, knot tying prac-
tice, and games on the water.  David remembered distinctly that the 2006 fun 
week was characterised by bright sunshine and an almost total lack of wind 
for the whole week, so very little actual sailing took place, but nevertheless a 
good time was had by all.  This was one year in which Pam Hart, the fun week 
organising supremo, was unable to participate, so it was left to David, Eliza-
beth Flinn, Colin French and other members of the French family to supervise.   

 

Early in 2007 a number of club members met to discuss how we could en-
hance the junior programme and add some formal training.  It was decided to 
run junior sailing on every Saturday afternoon from Easter to the end of Sep-
tember, except during August, but also to offer coaching on some of the Sat-
urdays to youngsters who would like to gain recognition for their skills in the 
form of RYA certificates.  This was put in place with the assistance of a num-
ber of experienced club members who helped with the coaching.  At the end 
of the summer season several junior sailors went along to Hillingdon Outdoor 
Activity Centre (HOAC), a recognised RYA Training Centre with whom the 
club had made an arrangement, and were successfully assessed for certifi-
cates as part of the RYA’s Youth Sailing Scheme up to and including level 3.  
The fun week for 2007 saw Pam back holding the reins, and in stark contrast 
to the previous year there was wind all week, and so they were able to include 
some serious sailing as well as the fun and games. 

 



Following on from the success of the juniors in 2007 it was decided that the 
coaching programme should continue in 2008 but be extended up to level 4 of 
the RYA’s Youth Sailing Scheme.  This necessitated acquiring a two handed 
dinghy suitable for the juniors to sail.  Although the club has a number of Top-
pers and Optimist dinghies which are all basically single-handers and there-
fore suitable for training up to level 3, to achieve level 4 juniors must demon-
strate their skills in a two handed dinghy.  After weighing up all the options as 
to the most suitable boat, it was decided to buy an RS Feva.  This was duly 
acquired, and with the coaching taking place in June and early July a number 
of juniors went along to HOAC in late July and were awarded three Stage 4s, 
four Stage 3s and six Stages 1-2.   As ever fun week was a great success al-
though it was cut down to four days due to schools breaking up at different 
times. 
 

Along with other aspects of junior sailing, such as the Junior Helm Trophy, the 
Chocolate Regatta, and juniors joining in the race training programme, Satur-
day afternoons in the summer often sees the club’s facilities being used to the 
full by junior sailors and the adult members who give their time to assist. 

SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Subsequent committees have continued to implement a programme of im-
provements as and when funds permitted. 

 

The Committee Boat, purchased in December 1990, was collected  by  
Brian Chidwick, Malcolm Gigg,  and Roger Prior. 

Malcolm and Roger are seen here launching it, helped by another member 



In January 1991 pontoons were purchased to improve access at slipways 2 
and 3.  £8000 was spent on resurfacing the road in October 1994 and some 
improvements were made to the changing rooms in that year including a new 
hot water system and showers.  In July 1996 the beach was excavated close 
to No. 1 slipway which made launching and recovery much easier for Laser, 
Topper and Solo sailors. 

THE DREDGING SAGA AND THE DEMISE OF THE SHALLOWS 

 

One of the biggest benefits to sailing came in March 2000 when, following a 
year long dialogue with: English Nature, the Environment Agency, Hertford-
shire and Middlesex Wildlife Trust and Lafarge (the club’s landlords), permis-
sion was finally obtained to dredge the shallows.  This resulted in a significant 
extension of the sailing area and was hailed as possibly the best value for 
money spent in the Club’s history. 

 
Due to the uneven nature of gravel extraction Broadwater has always been a 
lake of varying depth and in some places was shallow enough to allow centre-
boards to touch the bottom.  This situation naturally got worse through each 
summer as water levels generally dropped due to hot and dry weather.  Vari-
ous schemes had been dreamt up to alleviate this including one abortive at-
tempt by determined club members to dig out some of the shallows.  This, not 
surprisingly, failed but did show us that the gravel was not as easily handled 
as on a gravel heap, but was aggregated together by water, clay and weed 
into a hard and unyielding mass. 

 

Dredging had been suggested a few times over the years but had generally 
been regarded as not practical and probably prohibitively expensive.  How-
ever as time passed more information was obtained that suggested it might 
indeed be possible and not quite as expensive as was previously thought.  
Brian Deacon, when he was Commodore and then his successor, Don Kyle, 
spent nearly a year negotiating with the various approval bodies before finally 
securing permission to have the shallows removed, and eventually a specialist 
contractor was selected. 

 

On the appointed day Don arrived to find a huge machine on a low loader 
waiting in the road.  The machine in question was a specially designed steel 
barge driven entirely by hydraulics from a large diesel engine.  It had two ex-
tending legs which could tilt fore and aft, two stabilizers and a shovel.  Don let 
them into the Lafarge site and the machine proceeded to walk itself off the low 
loader and into the lake!  

 

Don arranged to come back the following morning to show them where to 
start. “What time will you be here?” he asked, “we’ll start late tomorrow” they 
replied “7am”!  Don duly turned up and set the two operators, Roy and Julian,  



to work using a map of the shallows prepared by Brian Allen, with the advice 
to “put the bucket down to your maximum depth  (2 metres) and dig out any-
thing you hit”.  Gravel and clay scraped from the shallows was dragged into 
deeper water.  At the end of the first day they said that because of the traffic 
on the M25 they would probably get to the club between 5.30 and 6 am.  It 
was at that point that Don decided that whilst the lake had some early morning 
appeal, his warm bed had more, and it was time to give Roy and Julian the 
combination numbers for the gates. 

 

The Dredger at Work 

They spent 8 days working virtually non-stop except when the machine broke 
one of its hydraulic bits.  The only area they couldn’t remove was the bank to 
the east of the islands which was simply too big.  However the result was a 
big increase in the sailing area, and even before the dredging was finished, 
race officers were setting new and exciting courses.  The initial challenge 
seemed to be “let’s see how many times we can go through the gaps between 
the islands”. 

 

During the long-winded approval process some bird enthusiasts expressed 
concern about the effect of the machine on the birds.  Apparently it might trau-
matize them!  They needn’t have worried as when they were digging out the 
large bank by no. 2 marker the birds flocked around the machine to feed on all 
the stuff dredged up from the bottom (see photograph inside the back cover)!  
The machine itself was remarkably quiet and despite its size went almost un-
noticed whilst they were working. 



CLEARING THE ISLANDS 

 

Removing the trees from the islands was a project where surprisingly the in-
terests of the club and the wildlife community coincided.  Apparently trees at-
tract land birds that discourage water birds, so the trees had to be removed, 
absolutely no contest as far as the club was concerned.  In February 2002 the 
then Commodore, Don Kyle, joined in negotiations with English Nature and 
the Herts. and Middlesex Wildlife Trust which resulted in a grant of £6000 from 
English Nature to clear the trees from three of the islands.  One of the condi-
tions imposed by English Nature was that there had to be a bird study before 
the work started but neither they nor HMWLT were prepared to fund it.  In or-
der to prevent further delays the club agreed to cover the cost and a report 
was duly issued by the NSPB thereby allowing the work to begin. 

 

The tree surgeons contracted by HMWLT were a bit wary of boats and the wa-
ter, but were aided by volunteer club members using the safety boats as water 
taxis.  Eventually most of the trees were cleared from the three smaller islands 
with club members removing the difficult trees right on the waters’ edge.  One 
of the tree surgeons was a bird enthusiast who on hearing about the NSPB 
study asked if he could see the report.  He returned it to Don the following day 
together with a list of all the birds that they had missed! 

 

During the various discussions with English Nature Don was handed a copy of 
a thesis written by an MSc student, one of the many bird studies that seems to 

 

The Dredger ‘walks’ out of the lake after a job well done. 



have been done at Broadwater over the years.  The author complained that 
whilst he observing the birds on the lake a capsized boat had drifted into the 
bird sanctuary followed by a safety boat.  He felt that this was causing undue 
disturbance to the birds!  Don, tongue in cheek, did ask English Nature 
whether they considered the safety of human beings to be more important 
than that of the birds and was assured that this was indeed the case. 

Unable to get a grant to deal with 
the large island, a team from the 
club set to work to get the job done.  
This took nearly two years and 
brought fame to Harold Grenfell who 
always seemed to have a chainsaw 
with him!  Unfortunately the Wildlife 
Trust initially made no provision to 
maintain the islands, so a dense 
scrub resulted which was finally re-
moved by HMWLT in early 2007 by 
hiring a contractor who used a JCB 
and a very large mower.  The mower 
was also used on the large island 
but was not very suitable so again 
club members came to the rescue 
doing the work with the assistance 
of a refurbished Allen Scythe ob-
tained by Paul Tarbox on E-Bay.  

Paul shows off his new toy 

It is not only on the islands that trees can be a problem.  One Sunday morning 
Don received a call from Gerry O’Reilly, the resident Lafarge man, saying that 
a large tree had fallen across the entrance to the club, and that members 
wouldn’t be able to get in for some time until he had cleared it.  Don told him 
not to worry as there would soon be a lot of sailors arriving who would be 
keen to help him so that they could get to their boats. 

 

Work with a number of chainsaws had already started when Harold Grenfell 
arrived, took one look and got his chainsaw out of his boot and joined in.  This 
produced a very worried look on the face of Brian Deacon who was heard to 
say “What sort of person comes sailing with a chainsaw?” 

 

September 2002 saw double glazing and new doors added to the clubhouse.  
In April 2003 the main slipway was extended, a patio area was built alongside 
the clubhouse, and a Portakabin changing-room added in June providing 
much needed space for the ladies and visitors during open events. 



2002 THIRTY YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG 

 

In June 2002 the club celebrated its 30th Anniversary with an all day regatta 
and despite poor weather the event was well attended.  A fair number of early 
members were welcomed including David Trusler.  There was a good turn-out 
for the racing and a sail-past by some 20 plus boats for which David Trusler 
was joined by Don Kyle in the committee boat.  Members participating in the 
sail-past were asked to wear fancy dress and there were some colourful pi-
rates amongst the fleet.  Brian Deacon decide to wear a very elegant business 
suit unfortunately he capsized.  He subsequently delivered the suit to a dry 
cleaner and then promptly forgot about it, by the time he remembered the 
cleaners had gone out of business and the suit was never seen again!  On 
shore there was a jazz band, children’s entertainer, licensed bar and barbe-
cue. 

Extending the main slipway April 2003 

PONTOONS 

 

Essential to any sailing club are its slipways and pontoons, and keeping both 
in good order can be a considerable drain on club resources.  The club has 
improved its slipways on various occasions over the years and generally these 
do not cause too many problems, but pontoons are a different matter.  They 
are always being criticised for being too high, too low, too slippery etc. etc. de-
pending upon one’s dinghy and point of view.  The club has found over the 
years that bespoke pontoons would be an un-affordable luxury, and has from 



time-to-time purchased second-hand examples, usually from coastal marinas 
who are replacing their stock.  The last time that this was done was in April 
2004. 

 

A working party of members assembled at the club at 8 am on Wednesday 
14th April and awaited the arrival of the ‘new’ pontoons.  Anxious looks were 
intercepted by Dave Banger and Gordon Harold who confidently assured us 
that it would all happen on time as planned.  The first task was to split up the 
old pontoon into its separate lengths and move these out of the way.  Once 
this was accomplished it was decided to brew some coffee, and by the time 
that this was done the crane arrived and the driver set it up for use.  He 
viewed the planes out of Denham with some apprehension but was informed 
that they didn’t normally get low enough to hit the crane!  So he relaxed and 
had a mug of coffee as well. 

The ‘new’ pontoons were due at 2 pm, but as this time came and went Gordon 
started to look worried so he went to find out what was happening, and in the 
meantime the crane driver lifted the old pontoon sections out onto the fore-
shore so that dismantling could start.  Messages kept coming from Gordon 
saying that the new ones were indeed on their way, and at last a low loader 
appeared but couldn’t get into the car park until some tree surgery had been 
performed.  The pontoons were finally lifted into the lake with a pause to 
scrape off marine barnacles before finally lowering them into the water.   

 
Don Kyle and Brian Chidwick manoeuvre one of the old pontoons into position 

ready to be lifted out 



While all this was going on the skip was delivered.  The lorries and crane 
eventually departed leaving the team with the job of positioning the new pon-
toons and stripping off the old ones.  At 7.30 pm only three club members 
were left so they decided to repair to the White Horse for a well earned beer 
or two! 

 

On the following morning the volunteers had a lie-in and didn’t arrive at the 
club until 9 pm, only to find that Dave Banger had beaten them to it and was 
already on his first coffee together with Pete the welder.  Alan Ford turned up 
and soon the assembled crew was busy stripping down the old pontoons 
while Pete cut up the metal frames.  Gill Kyle rescued several freshwater cray-
fish that seemed to have made a home in the floats, a large bonfire was con-
structed and most of the old timber burnt. 

 
Dave Banger prepares the ‘new’ pontoons for lifting into the lake. 

Note the barnacles 

2005 THE FIRST 12 HOUR RACE 

 

In 2005 at the suggestion of Alan Darvill the club started a new event, a 12 
hour charity race in which money would be raised for charitable causes.  Alan 
had previously been involved in a similar event when he was a member of 
Ruislip SC.  The first event raised funds in support of the Michael Sobell 
House cancer hospice at Mount Vernon Hospital and the Jubilee Sailing Trust 
which organises sailing for the disabled on tall ships, the latter had been the 
club’s charity of choice for many years.  Some £4000 was raised and shared 



between the two charities.  Michael Sobell House were so pleased with the 
outcome of this event that they presented us with a trophy in the form of a 
shield to be awarded to the race winner.  The event was repeated in 2006 but 
on this occasion the club decided to donate the money raised solely to the Mi-
chael Sobell House.  John Smith and his daughter presented the club with a 
handsome glass trophy in memory of their wife and mother, to be awarded to 
the crew which raised the most money.  That year £5000 was raised.  This 
has now become a regular event, £6,300 being raised in 2007 and £5,400 in 
2008. 

Although the money raised was less than in 2007 the 2008 event was proba-
bly one of the most successful in that the weather was warm encouraging 
many members to turn out to watch and there was plenty of activity on the 
shore as well as on the water. One innovation was the bring and buy sale 
which proved to be very successful.  The race was finished at 10 pm because 
of lack of wind, the last lap being a very slow drift.  This earlier finish was wel-
comed by many members as it allowed for some socialising and those who 
wished to race on the Sunday to get a good night’s sleep.  As there has been 
much discussion after each event on the length and timing of this race, it was 
agreed by the organisers that future events would still start at mid-day but the 
race officer would decide when it should finish, as such it will now be called 
the “Race into the Dark Charity Event”. 

 
2007 The Commodore, Catherine Turner, presents the cheque for £6300 to 

Rod Lacey, the Chairman of the Friends of Michael Sobell House 



DUCKS AND GEESE 

 

As mentioned in several parts of this history the wildlife on the lake and more 
precisely its conservation has caused the club some problems, particularly in 
regard to obtaining planning permissions; however there are other aspects to 
the wildlife that serve as a rather interesting contrast.  

 

On one occasion Don Kyle received a call from DEFRA who wanted to ring 
the Canada Geese during their moulting season when they can’t fly.  This 
sounded interesting and Don went down to the club to watch their efforts.  A 
team arrived with canoes and a corral was erected on the beach.  The canoe-
ists then disappeared to the furthest reaches of the lake and re-appeared 
sometime later herding large numbers of geese into the corral.  The men from 
DEFRA waded in amongst the birds, unceremoniously threw out the Greylags, 
and then proceeded to ring the Canada Geese and release them. 

The Geese corralled in the Boat Park  

 

One of those strange ‘small world’ coincidences came out of this exercise in 
that Don realised that he had met one of these people many years ago when 
he was involved in the initial studies for the proposed London Airport on 
Maplin sands and was looking at positioning a radar to monitor bird move-
ments in the area.  Birds and jet engines do not go well together.  Maplin is a 
significant staging point for migrating birds who year on year fly defined routes 
over the UK, the Honey Buzzard being one example.  The other concern was 
the Brent Geese which feed on eel grass in the area. 



We also have some Ruddy Duck which is apparently an alien species to the 
UK.  It is a randy immigrant which mates with other ducks which has a detri-
mental affect on the indigenous species.  Their numbers are increasing and 
ideally need to be eliminated.  One day Don Kyle received a phone call from 
the Environment Agency who wanted to use our slipway to launch boats so 
that they could shoot the resident Ruddy Ducks.  On arriving at the club on the 
appointed day Don was told by a man on the gate that he couldn’t come in; 
some alternative advice was given to this gentleman and all was well.  The 
executioners set out on the lake but there were not many shots.  “These 
ducks must have come from Staines where we were shooting the other day” 
said the man, “as soon as we appeared they headed for the bushes”.  Who 
could blame them?  The tally for the day was nine, but it seems that the ducks 
were not too much traumatised by the experience as they reappeared in num-
bers as soon as the shooters had gone.  The Agency returned at a later date 
and bagged another ten or so but at the time of writing there are still a lot left. 

 

BROADWATER ON FILM AND TV 

 

The lake and canal side are popular venues for film and TV companies and 
have appeared in Midsomer Murders, also a series starring Dennis Water-
man, and a programme starring Lennie Henry.  The Midsomer Murders epi-
sode was interesting in that there was a very large number of people and ve-
hicles that spent most of the day on site, but the scene in question lasted all of 
about two minutes on television. 

 

The club also had an approach from the BBC who wanted to use the lake to 
depict a flooded valley from which later on they would digitally remove the wa-
ter to reveal a cottage.  As this was prior to the dredging Don Kyle asked if it 
would be possible to digitally remove the shallows before they left, but they 
didn’t seem to have that sort of sense of humour! 

 

One lesson  that Don learnt is that filming on location is always frenetic and 
disruptive.  The disruption and damage to the road and car park that is proba-
bly not compensated by the donations received from the companies. 

 

VANDALISM AND THE CCTV    

 

Over the years the club, like many others, has suffered a certain amount of 
theft and vandalism.  Boats and engines have been stolen, there has been 
some vandalism, a few break-ins, odd bits of gear have been stolen, and cov-
ers damaged.  Some of this has been countered by the use of the ex-shipping 
containers to store the club’s more valuable assets, but after the mass slash-
ing of 105 covers in March 2005, on the advice of the police Crime Prevention 
Officer, the club installed CCTV with the cameras mounted on a tower. 



BROADWATER IN THE COMPUTER AGE 

 

Over the years the club has adopted new technology, the first area being that 
of the membership records. 

 

Membership information was first put on to a database by Paul Abbott, the 
then Membership Secretary, but the software was somewhat difficult to use 
and was not available to everybody.  When Don Kyle took over from Pete 
Atwell he transferred the information data onto a spreadsheet with the help of 
John Finnemore.  Subsequent Membership Secretaries, Gill Kyle and Joe 
Priestley, have in turn improved on this and the whole club is now largely ad-
ministered from this spreadsheet. 

 

A further move forward was made by Richard Linsdale when he became 
Treasurer.  He put the club accounting on to computer thereby providing 
timely and accurate financial information to the committee and permitting elec-
tronic transfer of funds. 

 

The club also decided to set up a basic website that displayed the club bro-
chure, at that stage keeping things simple to avoid the problems of out-of-date 
information often associated with amateur websites.  However in 2006 the 
club took a big step forward when Kevin Morgan set up the current and very 
impressive site which has gone from strength to strength.  It is kept up-to-date 
with photographs and reports of club events appearing within a few days of 
them happening.  The facility was further enhanced when Chris Parker organ-
ised sponsorship from his employer who provided us with the equipment to 
give us Broadband and a web cam so that members can look at sailing condi-
tions on the lake from the comfort of their homes and WiFi enabling members 
to use their laptops whilst seated on the end of no. 2 pontoon!  This gives an 
added benefit namely that the CCTV cameras can be monitored remotely and 
recorded events played back if needed. 

 

BROADREACH 

 

The club has produced a newsletter for many years; in the first instance a few 
photocopied sheets.  A significant step forward was taken when David 
Schwartz took over as editor and introduced lots of photographs and articles.  
The problem was getting it printed for printing. Several people were ap-
proached and responded, but subsequently gave up when they realized the 
magnitude of the task.  Eventually Don Kyle, having retired as Commodore, 
took on the job with help from Richard Linsdale who arranged printing and 
sponsorship from RL Supplies; it now appears twice a year as a 30+ page 
magazine with many articles and photographs, some in colour, submitted by 
members. 



THE SOCIAL SIDE 

 

Despite several attempts over the years to have a Social Secretary it is a role 
that has never really taken off at Broadwater.  However the club does never-
theless have a reasonably active social calendar.  The start and finish of the 
Wednesday evening race series are celebrated by a “Fitting Out” and “Laying 
Up or Last” suppers, and there is usually a “Christmas Dinner”.  These take 
place at a variety of local hostelries and are well attended.  There are barbe-
cues during the summer, cycle rides, a ramble, and the annual bonfire and 
fireworks night which is very popular, the Ladies Cake & Sail race and the So-
lent and East Coast Rallies, although sailing activities, are regarded much 
more as social events by the participants.  There is also an active group who 
sample ‘Real Ales’ on Wednesday evenings at the Land of Liberty. 

 

OTHER CLUBS 

 

Broadwater has been very lucky over the years in that where other clubs have 
faltered and closed, not only has it flourished, but it has been immensely en-
riched by the substantial number of members from closing clubs who have de-
cided to join BSC. Ruislip Single-handers, Ruislip, Chess, Denham, and 
Woodlands Sailing Clubs are all local clubs that have sadly closed, but have 
contributed new members to Broadwater.  All of these clubs have interesting 
and proud histories and documents that we have managed to obtain from re-
located sailors are reproduced in the Appendix C. 

 

In some cases the move to Broadwater was quite formal, with funds from the 
wound-up club being transferred to Broadwater, but in others it was just indi-
vidual sailors seeking to find somewhere else in the area where they could 
sail.  The Broadwater policy of allowing any class of dinghy, and not restricting 
itself to just a few classes has helped enormously in this process, as new 
members could relocate without having to go through the business of chang-
ing boats. 

 

An amusing side-light on this subject is reported by an ex-Broadwater Com-
modore who was watching the racing one Sunday morning, when a member 
who had joined from one of the closed-down clubs sidled up and said ‘I hope 
you don’t mind me saying so, but you do tend to be a bit amateurish in the 
way that you run things around here’.  ‘No, I don’t mind at all’, said the ex- 
Commodore, ‘It’s because we are amateur.  No-one around here gets paid for 
their efforts, and everything is done by members generously giving their valu-
able free time for the club.  And we only do this for enjoyment’.  ‘Hmm’, said 
the new member, probably not getting quite the reply that he had expected.  
‘Besides’, said the ex-Commodore, ‘It’s your club that closed down, not ours’!  
The new member smiled and said, ‘Point taken’.        



APPENDIX A  CORRESPONDENCE BY DAVID TRUSLER 
 

Appendix A1 The letter from David Trusler to those who responded to his ini-
tial advert in various sailing publications: 

 

From 65 Albury Driver, Pinner, Middx. 
 

Dear 

Proposed Sailing Club at Harefield 

 

Thank you for your letter expressing interest in this proposed club.  I 
have added your name to the list of provisional members and as soon 
as support is sufficient to justify a meeting of all interested boat own-
ers I will let you know. 

 

The opening gambit by the gravel company was to ask for £1,000. per 
year for the use of the lake for sailing, with a limit of 25 boats, i.e. £40. 
per year per boat. 

 

I considered this very high indeed and pointed out that this was sub-
stantially more than the normal charge.  The R.Y.A. also thought that 
this amount per boat was excessive. 

 

It seems possible that the gravel company might eventually compro-
mise at somewhere about £800. per year, which is the amount al-
ready paid by the angling societies using the lake, and that they might 
be persuaded to increase their limit to 50 boats on the understanding 
that not more than, say, 30 would be on the water at any time and not 
more than, say, 20 stored at the lake. 
 

You will see, the problem is really one of finance and although every 
effort will be made to obtain the use of this water for sailing at the low-
est possible figure, the several correspondents who have indicated a 
maximum payment below £15. per annum for use of water alone are 
invited to reconsider the matter in view of the gravel company’s views. 

 

Perhaps I should emphasize that the lake under discussion is some 
80 acres in extent and, as far as gravel lagoons go, is a beautiful one.  
The sailing will be virtually unrestricted throughout the year. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

D. I. Trusler. 



Appendix A2 The letter from David Trusler to those who had expressed an 
interest 
 
From: D. I. Trusler, 65, Albury Drive, Pinner, Middx.  Tel: 01-868 4585 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
BROADWATER SAILING CLUB 
 
I am very pleased to be able to tell you that Redland-Inns Gravel Ltd. have 
agreed to allow sailing on Broadwater from 1st April, 1972, to 31st March, 
1973, on the following conditions:- 
 
Annual rent £800. payable quarterly in advance. 
 
If rent is not paid on due date all rights to sail cease immediately. 
 
Boats may not approach nearer than 90’ to the lake shore except at the land-
ing beach (so as to avoid fishermen) and no landing is permitted on the is-
lands. 
 
Boats and cars can only be parked on the area allocated to the Club and must 
not obstruct the roadway. 
 
All sailing club members must keep away from the plant and machinery, etc., 
and children particularly must be kept away from the piles of gravel and the 
conveyor system for their own safety. 
 

Redlands also require to be indemnified against any claims which 
may arise as a result of people entering their premises to sail, etc., 
and they also require to be indemnified against any damage done to 
their property by such people.  This indemnity must be provided by an 
insurance policy, of course. 

 
Initially membership must be limited to sixty boats and the annual 
subscription will be £15. per boat. 

 
It now seems essential to have a meeting of all provisional members 
so as to form the Club and elect a committee, etc., to be in a state to 
receive subscriptions in time to pay the first quarterly rental of £200. 
due on 1st April, 1972. 

 
The meeting will be at 8.00 p.m. (prompt) on TUESDAY, 22nd FEB-
RUARY, at the Church Hall of St. Edmund the King, Rickmansworth 
Road, Pinner (near Northwood Hills), Middlesex.  (Grid reference 



108903 on 1” O/S Map 160). 
 

Please make every effort to attend. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Signed 

 
D. I. Trusler. 

 
There are various pencilled comments on this letter. 
 
Above 1. Annual rent £800 someone has written “HIGH RENT” 
In the left hand margin against 1 and 2 is written “Tenant rights” 
Above 2. …….cease immediately is written “unreasonable” 
Above 3. …….nearer than 90’ is written “30’” and in the left hand margin 
“width of lake?” 

Name From To 

Dennis Webzell 1972 1977 

David Trusler 1977 1979 

Reg Moore 1979 1985   

Brian Deacon 1985  1989 

John Wheeler 1989 1991 

Brian Chidwick 1991  1993 

Brian Deacon 1993  1999 

Don Kyle 1999 2006 

Catherine Turner 2006 - 

 
APPENDIX B   
 
Broadwater Sailing Club Commodores 



APPENDIX C 
 
Histories of Sailing clubs which have closed and from which substantial 
number of members have joined Broadwater 

 
CHESS SAILING CLUB 
 
Chess Sailing Club was established as a sailing club way back in 1960 when 
it was opened to members.  One of the very first members was Geoff Walford.  
The club sailed on Bury Lake, the largest lake in Rickmansworth Aquadrome, 
that was formed from old gravel workings dating back to early in the 20th Cen-
tury when gravel was extracted and transported on the adjacent Grand Union 
Canal.  This was not the first club to sail on Bury Lake as pre-war Rickmans-
worth Sailing Club had been formed to race International 14’s, but post-war 
they leased their own lake, Troy Lake next door to Broadwater. 
 
The founders of the club had been negotiating since 1958 to obtain sailing 
rights from the local Council.  These rights were very restrictive only allowing 
sailing on Sundays as the lake was and still is used by other organisations 
during the week and on Saturdays.  The facilities in the early 60’s were very 
minimal, as two ex-army pontoons were used for mooring boats rather than a 
jetty, but members were attracted to the club because of its easy access for 
local families.  Originally the club was restricted to Herons and GP14s. 
 
In 1965 the Council partially drained the lake to allow various works to be car-
ried out and the club members used the opportunity to get rid of the old pon-
toons and create the two dinghy parks, jetty and launching ramp.  A small 
clubhouse was also erected adjacent to the jetty with a race officer’s cabin at 
the front overlooking the lake.  A wooden garage was erected in one of the 
dinghy parks to house the new Dory safety boat.  All this work was carried out 
on swampy land and as one of the members was a director of Cape Asbestos 
of Tolpits Lane, many lorry loads of asbestos cement waste (!) were delivered 
to site to provide fill.  And around the jetty steel piling had to be installed. 
 
Hertfordshire Young Mariners also used some of the facilities, as did other 
school affiliated sailing clubs and Sea Scouts, during the week and Saturdays, 
and they used the large shed that had been erected by the old Rickmans-
worth Sailing Club. 
 
The club became very popular with these new facilities to the extent that pro-
spective members had to go on a waiting list!  Classes sailed now included 
420, Solo and a Handicap Class.  Racing took place every Sunday, usually 
two races in the morning and in the summer another two races in the after-
noon.  Annual Open Meetings were organised for Solo and 420 fleets.  The 
club had a very healthy membership and competitive racing programme.  



Later, Enterprises and Lasers superseded the 420’s. 
 
The Club attracted and retained a number of younger members who had 
sailed with the school and Scout clubs.  For a few summers in the late 60s/
early 70s there was a special arrangement for Ruislip Sailing Club members 
to race at Bury Lake because of the restrictions then placed on that club at 
Ruislip Lido.  Eventually the restrictions became untenable and some Ruislip 
members transferred to Broadwater, but that’s another story! 
 
The club had close links with the Council who organised annual Aqua Shows 
for a number of years. One year they invited the Royal Marines to given an 
under-water demo that involved blowing up a model boat in the middle of the 
lake.  Too big a charge was used and resulted in hundreds of dead fish float-
ing on the surface!  The next year the lake was unusable because of heavy 
weed infestation; no fish to eat it!  The club also had close links with The Rick-
mansworth Society and at the end of the annual Rickmansworth Week held a 
Regatta at which Miss Rickmansworth presented the prizes! 
 
In the mid 80’s the club had a membership of over 55 but by 1988 the mem-
bership had fallen and, more importantly, the active membership had fallen 
drastically, sometimes only two or three boats turning up.  The Committee 
came to the conclusion that the club was no longer viable.  Also, the new 
windsurfing club had approached the club with a proposal to share facilities 
and costs.  The Committee rejected this proposal. 
 
The Committee called an EGM in June 1988 attended by 29 members putting 
a proposal that the club be disbanded, the lease transferred to the windsurfing 
club (subject to Council approval) and the assets of around £3500 be trans-
ferred to Broadwater Sailing Club.  The proposal included the opportunity of 
transferring membership to Broadwater Sailing Club on a free basis for an 
agreed time span, two years.  The proposal was agreed with only two dissent-
ers. 
 
Sadly, after 30 years, the club was formally wound up on 31st July 1988 and 
the winding up proposal implemented of transfer to Broadwater Sailing Club.  
A total of 40 expressed their intention of transfer to Broadwater Sailing Club 
but it is not known how many actually did at the time.  Currently there are nine 
former Chess members sailing at Broadwater. 
 
The old Chess Club pennant still hangs on Broadwater’s clubhouse wall and 
the Chessboard Trophy is still awarded at Broadwater’s Enterprise Open, so 
Chess in not entirely forgotten! 
 
Compiled by Geoff Walford, Colin Gent and Ted Course (former member). 



RUISLIP SAILING CLUB 

 

The Beginning 

 

The idea of starting a sailing club was first discussed between Commander 
Middleton and friends in July 1951.  Following negotiations with Ruislip-
Northwood Urban District Council, it was agreed that a winter sailing club 
could be formed to sail on Ruislip Lido. 

 

The inaugural meeting of the Ruislip Lido Sailing Club, as it was formally 
known, was held on 22nd October 1951 at Manor Farm Hall where 48 people 
showed an interest in the new sailing club.  At the meeting, it was agreed to 
adopt the newly designed ‘Yachting World Car Top Dinghy’ as the club boat 
and four kits were purchased and built to form the start of a racing fleet. 

 

By the end of the first year the membership stood at 88 members:  42 full 
members, 13 lady members and 33 cadets (under 21 years of age).  Member-
ship fees were £1.1s.0d for full members and 10s 6d for cadets. 

 

In the winter of 1953, the club sent every member of the Council a Christmas 
card showing a large number of boats and the low water level! 

 

Yachting World was not interested in starting a Class Association for the Car 
Top Dinghy and the club had to allocate their own sail numbers, taking the 
first 12 numbers for club boats.  In 1953 the Committee agreed to change the 
name of the ‘Yachting World Car Top Dinghy’ to the ‘Heron’ and together with 
Bletchley Sailing Club, Ruislip was instrumental in starting the Heron Associa-
tion.  The club held its first Heron Open Meeting in 1954 with boats coming 
from Bletchley SC, Reading SC and Royal Cinque Ports YC. 

 

Ruislip Lido Sailing Club dropped the Lido from its name in 1958. 

 

The members built a splendid clubhouse in the early 60’s. 

 

The Glory Years 

 

During the 60’s and 70’s the club ran fleet racing for Herons, Graduates and 
Albacores and in the 80’s International Moths.  All the fleets were very com-
petitive.  In the early years the Herons at one period were so popular that the 
fleet was divided into red and blue fleets and regularly had up to 20 boats in 
each fleet on a Sunday morning.  The Graduates were also strong with again 
up to nearly 20 boats out on a regular basis.  The Graduate fleet was also re-
nowned for its support of the open meeting circuit with some half-a-dozen 
boats arriving for popular local meetings.  The Albacore fleet was a  latecomer 



to the club but still again had a very competitive fleet.  The International Moths 
were the last of all to have club racing and again had a small but extraordinar-
ily competitive fleet. 

 

The lake was ‘rather’ busy at times and the club was well known for its strict 
adherence to the racing rules and good boat handling – it was safer that way! 
It was also renowned for its race organisation – a necessity with the size of 
the fleets.  The socials were also rather good! 

 

The club produced some outstanding performances at International and Na-
tional levels. 

 

Not bad for a pond club which only sailed from October to March! 

 

By 1996 the London Borough of Hillingdon’s ad-hoc flood prevention meas-
ures had forced the club to close.  In winding-up the club more than £45,000 
was donated to charities and to clubs to promote sailing in the community. 

 

Topper dinghies were donated to Broadwater and Maidenhead Sailing Clubs 
to encourage youngsters, a Challenger dinghy to Havant SC to enable dis-
abled people to get on to the water, money to the RNLI to buy the electronic 
chart system for the new lifeboat to be stationed in the Dover Straits and to 
The Jubilee Sailing Trust, which promotes the integration of able-bodied and 
physically disabled people through tall ship sailing adventures. 

DENHAM SAILING CLUB 1972 -  1997 

 

A note from Antony  M.  Smith who started it all. 

 

In the beginning is a good place to start, but I will go back further.  The land was 
covered in dense scrub and two senior managers from Hoveringham Gravel Co. 
peered at the undergrowth.  No one could live in there, they thought.  Then they 
noticed a wisp of smoke rising from the middle, forcing their way through they 
found two Polish men living in a tent encampment.  Presumably they had lived 
there since the end of the 1939-45 war.  As you may guess, they were persuaded 
to move and they took up residence in the concrete pill box on the edge of the 
canal. 

 

When I arrived in 1972, there were three ponds separated by narrow footpaths, 
these were quickly removed by the gravel company and gravel extraction ceased. 

Negotiations for a licence to sail on the water were quickly finalised and I prom-
ised to pay a year’s rent one month later.  l did, but I do not know how it was man-
aged. 



On a bright sunny day in June, I believe the 6th, we Pauline, Neil and I 
launched our Mirror 9953 on the lake.  The conveyor belt and the rusty iron-
work had gone … it was a bare site.  Ours was the first boat to sail on this wa-
ter.  Was this like “Swallows and Amazons” sailing on unchartered waters? 

 

The Area Manager of the gravel company (also a dinghy sailor) came round and 
we discussed facilities.  He arranged for a slab of concrete to be moulded 
which was then pushed to the water’s edge as a launching ramp.  Then he 
managed to “find” a storage hut.  I paid £600 for it. 

 

Next time I visited the lake a concrete slab had been laid and the hut had 
been erected on it.  What a guy! 

 

Finance.  What now?  Should I turn this into a commercial venture and make 
a fortune?  Alternatively form a club?  It did not take long to decide.  The Club 
won hands down.  I had managed to find the first year’s rent and decided that 
the former sounded like work so I put a small ad in Y & Y.  The aim was a 
family club where there were no restrictions and sailing was for pleasure.  The 
response was interesting. 

 

However I found that as Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Membership 
Secretary etc., left little time for sailing.  A committee was the answer.  Frank 
became Treasurer and later Jim took over as Secretary.  By the end of the 
year we had 29 members and the figure doubled in the next year. 

 

The club had made a successful start. 

 

The end - regrettably after 25 years the club was finally wound up.  The final sail-
ing day at the lake was 27th April, 1997.  A Garden Party was held at the home of 
the last Commodore, Bill Parnell.  The spirit still lives on.   Members can still be 
found at Broadwater Sailing Club. 

 



 
Brian Deacon and Jane Cadd 

In a flooded Merlin Rocket 

The ever popular Broadwater  
5 November Bonfire 

 
The Dredger with some non-traumatized birds! 



Sunset over the lake December 2006 

This Club History is intended to be a living document. The authors would be 
very grateful for any additional contributions from members either photographs 
or articles or indeed comments. Please send them to Brian Chidwick or Don 
Kyle or e-mail to Broadreacheditor@BroadwaterSC.org.uk  
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